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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 9 and 1 8 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75 as each being a substantial 
duplicate of Claim 1 . When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so 
close in content that they both cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in 
wording, it is proper after allowing one claim to object to the other as being a substantial 
duplicate of the allowed claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

Claims 10-17 are also objected because of their dependency on the objected 
base Claim 9. 

Claims 19-28 are also objected because of their dependency on the objected 
base Claim 18. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 29, 30, 32 and 34-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Foley et al. (US Patent No.: 3,832,679). 
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Regarding Claim 29, 30, 32 and 34-36, Foley et al. ('679) discloses an outdoor 
system (Figure 1) comprising: 

a housing 16- combination of elements 16 and 18 - (Figure 2, column 5, 
lines 5 and 6); a speaker 92 mounted in the housing 16 (Figure 1, column 
6, lines 32 and 33); a lamp 80 mounted in the housing 16 (Figure 1, 
column.6, lines 15 and 16); and 

an electronic controller 24 coupled to a plurality of light and sound 

apparatuses (Figure 1, column 5, lines 7-12); 

at least one of the speakers 88 and 92 separately controllable by the 

electronic controller 24 (Figure 2, column 6, lines 22-29); 

each housing 16 including an electrical terminal (Figure 9, column 6, lines 

40-44); 

a base 4 supporting the housing 16 over the surface (Figure 2, column 5, 
lines 54-62); 

a controller 24 remote - positioned at the lower level reachable for the 
user - from the housing 16 (Figure 2); 

each housing 16 having the lamp 80 positioned in its upper portion, and a 
speaker 92 positioned in its lower portion (Figure 2); and 
an acoustic reflector generally cone-shaped mounted on the lower portion 
of the housing 16 (Figure 2). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-23, 25, 26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wells et al. (US Patent No.: 6,345,685 B1) in view of O'Brien at al. 
(US Patent No.: 4,814,961). 

Regarding Claim 1, Wells et al. ('685 B1) discloses an illumination apparatus 10 
(Figure 1) comprising: 

a housing 20 (Figure 1, column 4, lines 31 and 32); a speaker 16 mounted 
in the housing 20 (Figure 1, column 4, line 25 ); a lamp 22 mounted in the 
housing 20 (Figure 1, column 4, lines 38 and 39). 
However, Wells et al. ('685 B1) does not discloses an illumination apparatus 
including a plurality of outwardly extending fins directing sound and light from the 
housing. 

On the other hand, O'Brien at al. ('961 ) teaches a lighting fixture (Figure 1 , 
column 3, line 50) comprising a plurality of outwardly extending fins 40 and 42 (Figures 
1 , 2, 4 A and 4B, column 3, lines 48-58) directing light from the housing. 

It would be have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the illumination apparatus of Wells et al. ('685 B1) by providing the 
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plurality of fins as taught by O'Brien at al. ('961 ) for benefit and advantage of adjusting 
the direction of light, and enhancing the appearance of the illumination apparatus. 

Regarding claims 2-8, Wells et al. ('685 B1) in view of O'Brien at al. ('961) 
discloses the illumination apparatus further including: 

the housing 20 including: the speaker 16 positioned in its lower portion, 

and the lamp 22 positioned in its upper portion (Wells, Figure 1); 

an acoustic reflector being generally cone-shaped and positioned in the 

lower portion of the housing 20 (Wells, Figure 1); 

the speaker 16 being positioned above the acoustic reflector (Wells, 

Figure 1); 

the fins 40 and 42 extending circumferentially about the housing 14 
(O'Brien, Figures 1, 2, 4A and 4B); 

a base 15 supporting the housing 20 over a surface (Wells, Figure 1, 
column 4, lines 21 and 22); the base including electrical terminal (not 
shown) terminating electrical wires extending from the lamp 22 and 
speaker elements 26 and 27 (Wells, Figure 1); 
the speaker having a front end, and a ear end positioned within the 
chamber defined by the housing 20 (Wells, Figure 1); 
Regarding claims 9-17, Wells et al. ('685 B1) in view of O'Brien at al. ('961) 
discloses a sound and light apparatus 10 (Figure 1) meeting the limitations in similar 
manner as that applied for the rejection of claims 1-8 detailed above. 
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Regarding claims 18-23 and 26, Wells et al. ('685 B1) in view of O'Brien at al. 
('961) discloses a sound and light apparatus 10 (Figure 1) meeting the limitations in 
similar manner as that applied for the rejection of claims 1-6 and 8 respectively as 
detailed above. 

Regarding Claim 25, Wells et al. ('685 B1) in view of O'Brien at al.. ('961) teaches 
a light and sound apparatus comprising an electrical terminal to one combination of 
illumination and sound apparatus. However, neither combined nor individual teaching of 
Wells et al. ('685 B1), O'Brien at al. ('961) teaches an electrical terminal connected to 
more than one illumination and sound apparatuses. 

It would be have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the apparatus by providing more than one sound and light 
apparatuses taught by Wells et al. ('685 B1 ) in view of O'Brien at al. ('961 ) for 
illumination of large area, since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential 
working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art, and as evidenced in 
O'Brien at al. ('961) column 3, lines 57-60). 

Regarding Claim 28, Wells et al. ('685 B1) in view of O'Brien at al. ('961) 
discloses a light and sound apparatus comprising a housing 18 including electrical 
signal connections (not shown, column 4, lines 49-52). However, neither combined nor 
individual teaching of Wells et al. ('685 B1) and O'Brien at al. ('961) discloses 
specifically the light and sound apparatus comprising a controller controlling the sound 
produced by the speaker. 
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It would be have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to realize the need of a controller such as switch for actuating the speaker as 
well as light in a controlled manner as it is a operational requirement, and well known in 
the art. 

6. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wells et 
al. (US Patent No.: 6,345,685 B1) in view of O'Brien at al. (US Patent No.: 4,814,961) 
as applied to claim 23 above, and further in view of Householder (US Patent No.: 
4,953,223). 

Regarding Claim 24, Wells et al. ('685 B1) in view of O'Brien at al. ('961) teaches 
a light and sound apparatus including a base with electrical terminal powering the 
apparatus. However, neither combined nor individual teaching of Wells et al. ('685 B1) 
and O'Brien at al. ('961 ) teaches the base with electrical terminal including a 
transformer. 

On the other hand, Householder ('223) teaches a speaker mounted system 
(Figure 1) including a base 14 including an electrical terminal 70 electrically coupled to a 
transformer 71 (Figure 1, column 4, lines 52-58). 

It would be have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to further modify the illumination apparatus of Wells et al. ('685 B1) in view of 
O'Brien at al. ('961 ) by providing the transformer as taught by Householder ('223) for 
benefit and advantage of maintaining the voltage at a safe operating level for 
energization of the apparatus. 
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7. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wells et 
al. (US Patent No.: 6,345,685 B1) in view of O'Brien at al. (US Patent No.: 4,814,961) 
as applied to claim 18 above, and further in view of McKenzie et al. (US Patent No.: 
4,634,768 B2). 

Regarding Claim 27, Wells et al. ('685 B1) in view of O'Brien at al. ('961) teaches 
a light and sound apparatus including a base with electrical terminal powering the 
apparatus. However, neither combined nor individual teaching of Wells et al. ('685 B1) 
and O'Brien at al. ('961 ) teaches the light and sound apparatus additionally including a 
remotely located controller coupled to the speakers. 

On the other hand, McKenzie et al. (768 B2) teaches a light and sound 
apparatus 10 (Figure 1) including a housing 11 supporting a lamp 15; a radio 25 and a 
television 18 each including speakers; and sensors 17, 20, 24 controlled by a remotely 
positioned controller 30 (Figure 1, column 3, lines 45-53). 

It would be have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to further modify the illumination apparatus of Wells et al. ('685 B1) in view of 
O'Brien at al. ('961) by providing the remote controller as taught by McKenzie et al. 
(768 B2) for benefit and advantage of remotely operating the speaker in the event of 
hazardous, dangerous, darkness, or other emergency situations. 

8. Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable Foley et al. 
(US Patent No.: 3,832,679) in view of Householder (US Patent No.: 4,953,223) 

Foley et al. ('679) discloses an outdoor system (Figure 1) with a plurality of 
illumination apparatuses each comprising: 
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a housing 16- combination of elements 16 and 18 - (Figure 2, column 5, 
lines 5 and 6) a base 4 supporting the housing 16 over the surface 
(Figure 2, column 5, lines 54-62). 
However, Foley et al. ('679) does not discloses the base having a transformer. 
On the other hand, Householder ('223) teaches a speaker mounted system 
(Figure 1) including a base 14 including an electrical terminal 70 electrically coupled to a 
transformer 71 (Figure 1, column 4, lines 52-58). 

It would be have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to further modify the illumination apparatus of Foley et al. ('679) by providing 
the transformer as taught by Householder ('223) for benefit and advantage of 
maintaining the voltage at a safe operating level. 

9. Claim 33 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable Foley et al. 
(US Patent No.: 3,832,679) in view of Eichsteadt (US Patent No.: 6,060,979). 

Foley et al. ('679) discloses an outdoor system (Figure 1) with a plurality of 
illumination apparatuses each comprising a controller 24 remote - positioned at the 
lower level reachable for the user - from the housing 16 (Figure 2). 

However, Foley et al. ('679) does not discloses the electronic controller 
controlling the volume of the sound produced by the speakers. 

On the other hand, Eichsteadt ('979) teaches a call box apparatus 10 (Figure 1) 
apparatus mounted on a mask 37 of a structure used during emergency (Figure 1). The 
apparatus including a controller 12 coupled to a logic board 40 with a variable resister 
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56 for controlling the volume of the sound produced by speakers 22 of an audio 
transceiver unit 14 (Figure 8, column 5, lines 59-63). 

It would be have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to further modify the illumination apparatus of Foley et al. ('679) by providing 
the transformer as taught by Eichsteadt ('979) for benefit and advantage of clear and 
effective communication during emergency. 

10. Claims 37 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Foley 
et al. (US Patent No.: 3,832,679) in view of O'Brien at al. (US Patent No.: 4,814,961). 

Foley et al. ('679) discloses an outdoor system (Figure 1) with a plurality of 
illumination apparatuses each comprising: 

a housing 16- combination of elements 16 and 18 - (Figure 2, column 5, 
lines 5 and 6); a speaker 92 mounted in the housing 16 (Figure 1, column 
6, lines 32 and 33); a lamp 80 mounted in the housing 16 (Figure 1, 
column 6, lines 15 and 16); and 
However, Foley et al. ('679) does not disclose an illumination apparatus including 
a plurality of outwardly extending fins directing sound and light from the housing. 

On the other hand, O'Brien at al. ('961) teaches a lighting fixture (Figure 1, 
column 3, line 50) comprising a plurality of outwardly extending fins 40 and 42 (Figures 
1, 2, 4 A and 4B, column 3, lines 48-58) directing light from the housing. 

It would be have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the illumination apparatus of Foley et al. ('679) by providing the 
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plurality of fins as taught by O'Brien at al. ('961) for benefit and advantage of adjusting 
the direction of light, and enhancing the appearance of the illumination apparatus. 

11. Claims 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Foley 
et al. (US Patent No.: 3,832,679),814,961). 

Foley et al. ('679) discloses an outdoor system (Figure 1) with a plurality of 
illumination apparatuses each comprising: 

a housing 16- combination of elements 16 and 18 - (Figure 2, column 5, 
lines 5 and 6); a speaker 92 mounted in the housing 16 (Figure 1, column 
6, lines 32 and 33); a lamp 80 mounted in the housing 16 (Figure 1, 
column 6, lines 15 and 16); and 
However, Foley et al. ('679) does not discloses an illumination apparatus 
including a plurality of lamps responsive to the electronic controller. 

It would be have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the apparatus of Foley et al. ('679) by providing more than one 
lamps to increase light flux and intensity, since it has been held that mere duplication of 
the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Harwood (U.S. Patent No. 6,769,509 B2), Leen (U.S. Patent No. 6,494,599 B1), 
Gitelis et al. (U.S. Patent No. 638 B1) 6,087,938), lacono et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
5,628,558) and Toth (U.S. Patent No. 5,068,773) 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hargobind S Sawhney whose telephone number is 571 
272 2380. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:1 5 - 2:45. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 571 272 2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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